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SPIDERS
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Center for Wound Healing and
Hyperbaric Medicine at Wesley
Medical Center.

“Whenever we have a rainy
season, the number of bites are a
lot more,” he said.

Spider alert

All spiders release venom when
they bite, McDonald said.
Kansans should worry about the
most poisonous, the brown
recluse and the black widow.

Black widows tend to stay out-
doors in wooded areas.

The brown recluse is the most
common in the Wichita area.

In fact, there’s most likely a
brown recluse colony in every
house and building in the
Midwest, said Ludek Zurek, assis-
tant professor of entomology at
Kansas State University in
Manhattan.

“There is no effective way of
controlling them,” he said. “You
can kill them, but they will come
back. They hide in cracks, walls,
floors and ceilings.”

When he sees a brown recluse
in his house, he kills it.

But he also knows the spiders
are reclusive and not usually
aggressive.

“People need to learn to live
with them,” Zurek said. “If you
are womed clean up your house;
don’t have cracks and crevices.”

You normally don’t see spiders
during the day. They come out at
night to feed and seek warmth.

Normally, they will leave you
alone. But if you have an infesta-
tion, some may crawl up the legs
of your beds and into your com-
forters, nestling near soft body
parts. When you flinch, they
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laundry don't hold it close
et 10 your body. Pick it up
piece by piece.

Wear gloves and a long-

sleeve shirt or jacket when

cleaning garages or
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Shake out sports equip-
ment such as skates,
baseball gloves and bike
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flinch. When a spider bites, it
actually uses fangs instead of
teeth to pierce the skin and deliv-
er venom.

Brown recluses typically bite
people on the groin, abdomen,
hands, backs of legs or feet.

Their venom can injure blood
vessels.

“It stops blood flow,”
McDonald said. “The actual area
where the venom was dies.”

For weeks after she was bitten,
Purkeypile’s wound got larger
and oozed. She became ill with
flu-like symptoms and a rash.

She went to her doctor, but it
wasn't until she was referred to
Wesley's wound care a month later
that her bite began to improve.
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Think like a spider

The best advice for keeping spi-
ders out of house and yard is to
eliminate clutter.

. Spiderslook for places to hide.

Outdoors, they will lurk in wood-
piles, leaves and garages.

ad Indoors, they look for clothing,

shoes and basements.

Flint Hills, owner of the Brown
Reclusinator pest control firm, rec-
ommends homeowners trap spi-
ders with glue traps, which can be
bought at most hardware stores.

“Get the sticky traps, not the
ones that are black and flatanda -
quarter-inch off the ground,” he
said. “To a spider, that’s like a 10-
foot wall, and they’ll go around it.”

It's good to know your spiders,
Hills said. Wolf and grass spiders
eat brown recluses — so it’s good
to have them in your yard.

But wolf spiders can be discon-
certing at first glance.

“I get calls from people saying
they've got a tarantula in their
closet. They make look scary, but
they are protectors of your cas-
tle,” Hills said.

Some people recommend using
foggers to eliminate the bugs and

“They kept me wrapped up like  spiders in a house.

a mummy for six weeks,” she

said, wrapped in bandages from

her knee to the tips of her toes.

Treatment varies from person
to person and by the amount of
venom absorbed by the body. In
some cases, antibiotics, steroids
and antihistamines are pre-

The foggers kill only spiders
that come in contact with the fog
and not afterwards, Hills said. If
the spider is hiding in a crack or
behind a wall, it will live.

Others recommend vacuuming
up spiders and their eggs.

The vacuuming only works if

scribed. In the past, some doctors , you take the bag out to an out-

even recommended surgery.
McDonald said it’s best to get

door trash receptacle. Otherwise,
Hills said, the eggs can hatch in

medical attention as soon as pos-  the bag and the newborn spiders

sible and keep an eye on the
wound.

“Antibiotics are not helpful,”
McDonald said. “We don’t cut
these things out. Don't try to
open it, Just keep it cool, clean
and dry.”

can crawl out the vacuum hose.
In the meantime, use caution.
This is the spider’s best time of
year.

Reach Beccy Tanner at 316-268-6336
or btanner@wichitaeagle.com.



